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New National Study Reveals 12 Year Olds More Likely to Use  
Potentially Deadly Inhalants than Cigarettes or Marijuana 
American Osteopathic Association joins national effort to protect young   
people from this danger 

 

 More 12 year olds have used potentially lethal inhalants than have used 
marijuana, cocaine and hallucinogens combined, according to data released 
today by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) in conjunction with the 18th annual National Inhalants & Poisons 
Awareness Week. 
 

 The National Inhalant Prevention Coalition (NIPC) and SAMHSA kicked off 
National Inhalants and Poisons Awareness Week at a press conference       
featuring information and personal stories about the dangers of inhalant use 
ƻǊ άƘǳŦŦƛƴƎΦέ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
American Osteopathic Association (AOA), which represents more than 67,000 
osteopathic physicians (DOs).  The organization urged its members to take 
continuing education programs designed to help enhance physician       
awareness of this risk to youth. 

 

 The need to increase awareness of this public health risk among physicians, 
parents and others cannot come too soon for Kevin Talley, the father of    
Amber Ann Suri, who died in February 2009 after huffing.  Her parents       
suspected something was going on when they noticed she had a pungent 
smell, glassy eyes, and complained about sinus problems.  Although she was 
taken to a doctor, her real problem was not identified and she was treated 
only for her sinus symptoms.  She died shortly thereafter.  
 
 Ashley Upchurch, a 17 year-old recovering from addiction to inhalants and 
other drugs, spoke at the press conference about the consequences of      
huffing, the importance of identifying and treating inhalant abuse and the 
hope of recovery.  άLƴƘŀƭŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ŎƘŜŀǇΣ ƭŜƎŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘǊǳƎǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ƘƛƎƘǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΦέ  In recovery for two years, Ashley 
ƴƻǿ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ άƎƛǾƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ōȅ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ 
       Continued on page 3 
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NyE Communities Coalition Managing Board 
 
President Tom Metscher, Chief Juvenile Probation Officer - Nye County Juvenile  Probation serving   
                                Nye and Esmeralda County Youth 
Secretary WǳƭƛŜ tƭŀǘǎƻƴΣ /ƘŀǇƭƛƴΣ bŀǘƘŀƴ !ŘŜƭǎƻƴ IƻǎǇƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ tǊƛŜǎǘΣ {ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Treasurer Brian Nelson, NyE Communities Coalition  
Past  Pres. Linda Fitzgibbons - Nye County School District: Pre-K Program, Grant Site Representative, Parent Involvement, 
  and Homeless Liaison  
Member  Bob Baker, Retired military, United Way of Pioneer Territory 
Member  5ΩǊƛƴŘŀ ¢ƘƛōƻŘŜŀǳȄΣ bȅŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ WǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ tǊƻōŀǘƛƻƴ 
Member  Marsha Kenyon, Nevada Federal Credit Union 
Member  Tina Simpson - Maple Star 

 
Committee Chairs 

tƻǾŜǊǘȅ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ Clelia Garrity   IƻƭƛŘŀȅ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜΧΧΧΧΦ Jackie Wondra 
{ǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ !ōǳǎŜ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦ Marlene Richter   9Ǿŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΧΧΦΦ[ƛƴŘŀ CƛǘȊƎƛōōƻƴǎ 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ Tina Simpson   /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ aŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΧΧΧΧΦΦhǇŜƴ   

2nd  -  Nathan Adelson Hospice 7th annual Celebration of Life Butterfly Release - 2  P.M. Honeysuckle Park 
10th -  Youth Organization (YO) Meeting NyECC Office 5:30 P.M. 
12th -  Community Outreach Meeting - Oasis Outreach 11:30 A.M. 
14th -  Holiday Task Force Meeting 9:30 A.M. Central Valley Baptist Church 
18th -  Managing Board Meeting NyECC Office 4:00 P.M. 
19th -  NyECC General Meeting - Great Basin College on Basin Room 6 - 8:30 A.M. 
21st -   Holiday Task Force Meeting - Central Valley Baptist Church 9:30 A.M. 
21st. - Christian Karaoke Night Central Valley Baptist Church 3170 S Blagg Rd 6 P.M. to 9 P.M. 
22nd - Stand for Children Day - Rosemary Clark Middle School - 11:30 AM -see page 5 for details  
24th - YO meeting NyECC Office 5:30 P.M. 
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Stand for 

Children 

If April showers bring May flowers, what do May 

flowers Bring?  Answer lower page 6  



Young people sniff products such as refrigerant from air conditioning units, aerosol computer cleaners, 
shoe polish, glue, air fresheners, hair sprays, nail polish, paint solvents, degreasers, gasoline or lighter 
fluids.  Youngsters intentionally inhale these substances to get high.  Most parents are not aware that 
ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴƘŀƭŀƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ŎŀǳǎŜ ά{ǳŘŘŜƴ {ƴƛŦŦƛƴƎ 5ŜŀǘƘέ - immediate death due to cardiac arrest - or lead to 
addiction and other health risks. 
 

SAMHSA data from the 2006-2008 National Surveys on Drug Use and Health show a rate of lifetime     
inhalant use among 12 year olds of 6.9 percent, compared to a rate of 5.1 percent for nonmedical use of 
prescription type drugs; a rate of 1.4 percent for marijuana; a rate of 0.7 percent for use of                    
hallucinogens; and a 0.1 rate for cocaine use.   
 

 ά²Ŝ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƛǎǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ 
household products among the youngest and most vulnerable segments of our population ς 12 year 
olds.  The data are ominous and their implications are frightening because of the toxic, chemical effects 
of these legal products on growing minds and bodies.  One of the front-line defenses against inhalant use 
is the family health care provider.  This is why the action of the American Osteopathic Association is so 
important and why we are so proud that they are joining us and our partners in this public health cam-
ǇŀƛƎƴΣέ IŀǊǾŜȅ ²ŜƛǎǎΣ bLt/ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 

The AOA adopted a policy endorsing continuing medical education to enhance physician awareness of 
inhalation of volatile substances and to support campaigns to increase public awareness of the crisis. 
This policy was submitted by the American College of Osteopathic Pediatricians (ACOP), and resulted in 
ǘƘŜ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άwƛǎƪȅ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ tŀǘƛŜƴǘǎέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ нллф-2010 theme.  The ACOP/AOA  
policy recognized that inhalation of volatile substances, known as huffing, is increasing in children 12 to 
14 years of age. 
 

άtŀǊŜƴǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘǊȅ ƘǳŦŦƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘƛƴƎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ {!aI{! !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ tŀƳŜƭŀ {Φ IȅŘŜΣ WΦ5Φ  ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ {!aI{! ƛǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ 
to get information out to healthcare providers, kids, parents and everyone in the community so that our 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŜŀǊ ŀ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƘǳŦŦƛƴƎΦέ  
 

ά¸ƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƪŜȅ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴƘŀƭŀƴǘ ŀōǳǎŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ Dƛƭ YŜǊƭƛƪƻǿǎƪŜΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
5ǊǳƎ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ tƻƭƛŎȅΦ ά²ƛǘƘ Řŀǘŀ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ŀōǳǎƛƴƎ 
inhalants, we must redouble our efforts to inform adolescents of the dangers and to encourage parents 
to be more vigilant in protecting their children from inhalants often present in common household   
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦέ 
 

5ǊΦ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ /ƻƴŘƻƴΣ ŘŜǇǳǘȅ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻƴ 5ǊǳƎ !ōǳǎŜ όbL5!ύΣ ƴƻǘŜŘΥ ά!ǎ Ǌƛǎƪȅ ŀǎ 
ƛƴƘŀƭŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƪƛŘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊǳƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΦ  Lƴ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
ŀ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴǿŀǊŘ ǘǊŜƴŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜ άƎǊŜŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪέ ƛƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƛƴƘŀƭŀƴǘǎ ƻƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƛŎŜ 
a week.  !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴƘŀƭŀƴǘ ǳǎŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŘŜŎƭƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŜƛƎƘǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎΦ LŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǳǎŜΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΦέ  
 

 ά!ǎ ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴΣ L Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŀŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ 
the inhalation of volatile substances, known as huffing. Young people do not always realize the            
ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ bΦ /ŀǳŘƭŜΣ 5ΦhΦΣ ŀƴ ƻǎǘŜƻǇŀǘƘƛŎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ         
director of the family medicine section of the Department of Internal Medicine at Sinai Hospital in       
Baltimore.  άIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ƛƴƘŀƭŀƴǘǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƻƴŎŜΦ  Ψ{ǳŘŘŜƴ {ƴƛŦŦƛƴƎ 5ŜŀǘƘΩ 
ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ōŜŀǘ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǊŘƛŀŎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘΦέ 
                      Date: 3/11/2010  
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Holiday Task Force Easter Eve Community Dinner 
 
 Easter Eve Dinner was held Saturday, April 3rd at the Bob Ruud Community Center. 

Many volunteers  assisted in preparing and serving over 400 guests. Search and    
Rescue delivered meals to home bound individuals.  
  

 
 
 
 
 

Some shy, and not so shy,             
volunteers from the Youth           

Organization (YO)  worked very 
hard to set up the center, set the 

tables and package cookies. 
Excellent job! 

aǘΦ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ /ƻǳƎŀǊ 
Club wrapped over 400 
Sets of utensils . Youth      
coordinator Nikki and a 
YO volunteer Amber  
unpack them for setting 

.ƻƻǘ {ŎƻƻǘƛƴΩ .ƻƻƎƛŜ 

A Big 
THANK YOU!  

To all of you 
who made this 

happen.  

 

Two special table were set  to 
honor our Veterans 

Face      
painting is 
always a big  
draw. 
Stacy Smith  
is assisted 
by Jill Smith 
and         
exchange 
student  
Larissa. 

 Wings of Love Provided Beautiful Music 

Toys for Tots donated 
many stuffed animals for 
the children attending.  

Happy merry workers, Happy guests. 



  

 
     

        SATURDAY MAY 22, 2010 11:30am  
 
       AT ROSEMARY CLARKE MIDDLE SCHOOL  
LUNCHEON, TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARDS, ALL YOUTH ENTERTAINMENT 
 

 TICKETS: $10.00   ~  Available by calling: (775)537-1115 or (775)727-9970 
 

{ǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅΥ {ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Lƴ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘΥ ¢ƘŜ b¸9 
Communities Coalition 
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Community Announcements ~ Events 

Kindergarten Round -up  

Registration for children entering Pahrump schools in the fall was held April 21, 2010 
At the Bob Ruud Community Center. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

74 little ones were enrolled by registrars 
from all  five Elementary schools. 
Teen helpers watched the kids on stage as 
they colored and interacted with each 
other . 
Other volunteers were kept busy face and 
arm painting from 10 AM to 2 P.M. 
At upper left, Joanna Darrow greets arrivals. 

Cameron McRae gives parents bus information and 
assists parents in finding the correct zone.  His staff 
also brought a bus for children to experience. 

11th ANNUAL 
STAND FOR  
CHILDREN DAY 
TEACHER OF THE 
YEAR PROGRAM! 

             Nathan Adelson Hospice  7th Annual Celebration of Life Butterfly Release  
 

Sunday May 2, 2010 2 P.M. Honeysuckle Park  (please remember to bring blankets and or chairs) 
The minimum donation per butterfly is $25 . This beautiful and memorable event will feature a short spiritual service with words 
of comfort provided by Rev. Julie Platson and Pastor Ron Fairbairn. Musical interludes will be performed by local musicians.   
 
Please contact Samantha Breshears at 751-6700, if you have any questions about this special event  


